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As China emerges as an international economic and military power, the world waits to
see how the nation will assert itself globally. Yet, as M. Taylor Fravel shows in Strong
Borders, Secure Nation, concerns that China might be prone to violent conflict over
territory are overstated. The first comprehensive study of China's territorial disputes,
Strong Borders, Secure Nation contends that China over the past sixty years has been
more likely to compromise in these conflicts with its Asian neighbors and less likely to
use force than many scholars or analysts might expect.

By developing theories of cooperation and escalation in territorial disputes, Fravel
explains China's willingness to either compromise or use force. When faced with
internal threats to regime security, especially ethnic rebellion, China has been willing
to offer concessions in exchange for assistance that strengthens the state's control
over its territory and people. By contrast, China has used force to halt or reverse
decline in its bargaining power in disputes with its militarily most powerful neighbors
or in disputes where it has controlled none of the land being contested. Drawing on a
rich array of previously unexamined Chinese language sources, Strong Borders, Secure
Nation offers a compelling account of China's foreign policy on one of the most volatile
issues in international relations.
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评论

1）Taylor Fravel
写东西真是细，有些材料几乎是特定的区域专家才可能知道的；2）若是没有某数据库
，这本书的很难写得如此厚实

-----------------------------
这本书长在案例分析的全面，基本上穷尽了所有的案例，在理论上没什么贡献，而且问
题还挺大的~

-----------------------------
体会是话都是人说的，你说安邻稳定 自卫反击，他说你insecurity&declining claim
strength



-----------------------------
案例好，理论渣——天天有人retweet作者推特，烦~

-----------------------------
理论全砍再加一星。

-----------------------------
照@IluvatarMartin 的书评标题“criticism的比例和给星不一定相关”

-----------------------------
Category Killer，批判了Offensive Realism和Diversionary War
Theory，继承和发扬了State-Centrism(though problematic)和Preventive War
Theory。不过对Declining Claim Strength的处理草率了，和external
threat的相关性过高；Perception也没处理好；还有escalation和compromise的关系不
明确。

-----------------------------
据说是全球最好的博士论文

-----------------------------
作者对中国近现代在边境问题上的政策很有自己的看法，在做出妥协还是武力的选择上
做了独到的论述，很有见地，而且有大量的数据等资料佐证。

-----------------------------
the book is so well done that I feel like an idiot to take on the subject of China's
territorial disputes....

-----------------------------
我终于写完论文不需要它了

-----------------------------
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书评

In Strong Borders, Secure Nation, Taylor Fravel provides a comprehensive and
empirically grounded analysis on China’s territorial disputes since 1949. Adopting a
state-centric view, he develops a general theory of how and when a state compromises
or escala...  
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