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When Britain's 99-year lease on Hong Kong expired on 1 July 1997, Hong Kong was
reunited with China. To effect a successful transition, Britain and China negotiated for
years, each claiming to pursue the best interests of Hong Kong, but each in reality
pursuing its own advantage. However, the passionate Hong Kong response to the
Tiananmen Square incident forced the British and the Chinese to realize that the
people of Hong Kong would no longer passively accept what another country
determined was best for it.

Thus, China faces a great challenge: to preserve the prosperity and stability that Hong
Kong has achieved under the British legacy of a free-enterprise system and an efficient
but non-interfering government. China proposes to link its own traditionally socialist
economy and communist political system with Hong Kong under a 'one country-two
systems' plan. Cultural and historical forces suggest that this marriage of opposites
may well succeed.
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