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This ethnographic journey into the New York salsa scene of the 1990s is the first of its
kind. Written by a musical insider and from the perspective of salsa musicians,
"Sounding Salsa" is a pioneering study that offers detailed accounts of these musicians
grappling with intercultural tensions and commercial pressures. Christopher
Washburne, himself an accomplished salsa musician, examines the organizational
structures, recording processes, rehearsing, and gigging of salsa bands, paying
particular attention to how they created a sense of community, privileged "the people"
over artistic and commercial concerns, and incited cultural pride during performances.
"Sounding Salsa" addresses a range of issues, musical and social.Musically, Washburne
examines sound structure, salsa aesthetics, and performance practice, along with the
influences of Puerto Rican music. Socially, he considers the roles of the illicit drug
trade, gender, and violence in shaping the salsa experience. Highly readable,
"Sounding Salsa" offers a behind-the-scenes perspective on a musical movement that
became a social phenomenon.
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