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In Hedda Gabler and The Master Builder Ibsen shifted his focus from the pressures
exerted on women by society to the pressures individuals exert on other individuals in
their urge to dominate and control one another. Hedda Gabler , 'a-crawl with the
foulest passions of humanity', as one contemporary reviewer claimed, is also a flawed
idealist in an anguished private dilemma; in creating her Ibsen brought dramatic prose
towards the expression of a reality beneath the surface of words. This collection of
plays is taken from the Oxford Ibsen, James McFarlane's acclaimed scholarly edition.
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