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In 1995, popular anxieties about black masculinity became evident in public reactions
to the conclusion of the OJ Simpson trial and the Million Man March on Washington.
The nation's divided response to the OJ verdict, together with the controversy
surrounding Louis Farrakhan's call to black men to come together for a "day of
atonement” brought issues of race and gender to the forefront of national debate. In
his timely and incisive book Are We Not Men?, Phillip Brian Harper explores issues of
race and representation and shows that ideas about black masculinity have always
played a troubled role both in the formation of African-American identity and in the
mass media at large.
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