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“There’ s something striking on every page of Unpolished Gem.” - Helen Garner
Thisis an original take on a classic story - how a child of immigrants moves between
two cultures. In place of piety and predictability, however, Unpolished Gem offers a
vivid and ironic sense of both worlds.

It combines the story of Pung’ s life growing up in suburban Footscray with the
ihnheriéed itories of the women in her family - stories of madness, survival and
eartbreak.

Origmal and brave, thisis a girl’ s own story that introduces an unforgettable voice
and captures the experience of Asian immigrants to Australia.
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Alice PUHE is a Melbourne writer and lawyer. She was born in Footscray, and %revv up in
Braybrook, attending local primary and secondary schools in the Western suburbs.

Alice is the author of Unpolished Gem and the editor of Growing up Asian in Australia.
She has had stories and articles published in Good Weekend, Meanjin, the Monthly,
Age, The Best Australian Stories 2007 and Etchings.
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