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"Antonio's Devils" deals both historically and theoretically with the origins of modern
Hebrew and Yiddish literature by tracing the progress of a few remarkable writers who,
for various reasons and in various ways, cited Scripture for their own purpose, as
Antonio's "devil," Shylock, does in "The Merchant of Venice." By examining the work of
key figures in the early history of Jewish literature through the prism of their allusions
to classical Jewish texts, the book focuses attention on the magnificent and highly
complex strategies the "maskilim" employed to achieve their polemical and
ideological goals. Dauber uses this methodology to examine foundational texts by
some of the Jewish Enlightenment's most interesting and important authors, reaching
new and often surprising conclusions.
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