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The Printed Picture traces the changing technology of picture-making from the
Renaissance to the present, focusing on the vital role of images in multiple copies. It
surveys printing techniques before the invention of photography; the photographic
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processes that began to appear in the early 19th century; the marriage of printing and
photography; and the digital inventions of our time. From woodblocks to
chromolithographs, from engravings to bar codes, from daguerreotypes to colour
photographs, the book succinctly examines the full range of pictorial processes.
Exploring how pictures look by describing how they are made, author Richard Benson
reaches fascinating and original conclusions about what pictures can mean. Although
many of the techniques he discusses have been used to create exceptional works of
art, Benson concentrates on the typical, everyday pictures that have played and
continue to play such a prominent role in our lives. Presented as a series of one-page
essays opposite the pictures they examine, the book retains the lively, engaging style of
the informal lectures through which Benson developed his ideas over the course of
thirty years at Yale University. Rooted in hands-on descriptions of practical techniques,
The Printed Picture offers a rich and imaginative interpretation of the enormous
cultural and social influence of multiple images.
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