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llustrated with hundreds of photographs and drawings, this authoritative yet readable
book describes the fossil vertebrates found in Florida -- many unique to the state -- and
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summarizes more than 100 years of paleontological discoveries and research. It
bridges the sometimes disconnected worlds of the professional paleontologist and the
avocational collector and hobbyist.Florida has the richest vertebrate fossil record of
any state east of the Mississippi, extending back 45 million years. Beginning with an
introduction to vertebrate anatomy, Richard Hulbert describes the geological history of
the state and the history of vertebrate life in it. He then addresses such questions as
what animals lived in Florida, how they are related to one another and to livm%
animals, when they first appeared and when many of them became extinct, what they
ate, and what they tell us about past environments.All types of vertebrates are covered,
including sharks and other fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. In addition
to exceptionally detailed illustrations (many published for the first time), the book
includes a comprehensive list of every verified fossil species ever collected in
Florida.Based on the popular Plaster Jacket series of pamphlets written by renowned
natural scientists and published by the Florida Paleontological Society, The Fossil
Vertebrates of Florida brings information from the last 30 years into an up-to-date,
greatly expanded, cohesive book form.
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