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As a diplomat in Renaissance Europe, and a luminary at the court of Henry VII, Sir
Thomas Wyatt wrote in an incestuous world where everyone was uneasily subject to
the royal whims and rages. Wyatt had himself survived two imprisonments in the
Tower as well as a love affair with Anne Boleyn, and his poetry - that of an
extraordinarily sophisticated, passionate and vulnerable man - reflects these
experiences, making disguised reference to current political events. Above all, though,
Wyatt is known for his love poetry, which often dramatizes incidents and remembered
conversations with his beloved, with an ear acutely sensitive to patterns of rhythm and
colloguial speech. Conveying the actualit{ of betrayal or absence, and the intense
ﬁressure of his longing for a [ove that could be trusted, these are some of the most
aunting poems in the English language.
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Sir Thomas Wyatt (1503 - 24 September 1542) was a 16th-century English lyrical poet
who is best known as the individual whom scholars credit with introducing the sonnet
into English. He was born austrai at Allington Castle, near Maidstone in Kent - though
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his family was originally from Yorkshire. His father, Henry Wyatt, had been one of Henry
VII's Privy Councillors, and remained a trusted adviser when Henry VIl came to the
throne in 1509. In his turn, Thomas Wyatt followed his father to court after his
education at St John's College, Cambridge.
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