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Though the first edition of this book (1960) rapidly established itself as a sound
collection of source material and a comprehensive analysis of the government of
England in the sixteenth century, the astonishing amount of work done, by many
hands including the author's, in the last twenty years has rendered a revision very
necessary. The scope of these changes is indicated by the fact that in the list of books
cited some 180 make a first appearance while some 70 have been discarded. In the
upshot, no single section has remained unaltered and several (especially on the
Church, on Parliament and on the Law) have had to be entirely rewritten. While there
was room for the addition of only a few documents, they have been chosen with an eye
to topics especially alive in the researches of the present day. One such issue -
patronage and faction - while not amenable to documentation in a book of this kind
has not been forgotten in the commentary.
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