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In this illuminating celebration of the political world, Bernard Crick asserts that politics,
with its compromises and power strug%les, remains the only tested alternative to
government by coercion, making both freedom and order Bossible in heterogeneous
societies. For Crick, politics is messy and complex, and his book defends it against
those who would identify it with (and reduce it to) ideology, democracy, nationalism,
or technology.
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1. The Nature of Political Rule

2. A Defence of Politics Against Ideology

3. A Defence of Politics Against Democracy
4. A Defence of Politics Against Nationalism
5. A Defence of Politics Against Technology
6. A Defence of Politics Against False Friends
The non-political conservative

The a-political liberal

The anti-political socialist
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7. In Praise of Politics

Three Footnotes:

A Footnote to Rally the Academic Professors of Politics

A Footnote to Rally Fellow Socialists

A Final Footnote to Rally Those Who Grudge the Price
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