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Scobie provides a personal survey, a discussion, and an analytical assessment of the
myth of Paris, city of lights, as seen through the writings of various English-Canadian
and American expatriates of the 20th century. He also gives us glimpses of urban
planning and a touching homage to his deceased wife. The stance and tone of this
book shift from chapter to chapter - sometimes as literary criticism, sometimes as
cultural history, sometimes as personal memoir. What holds the book together is Paris
itself: A fluid and engaging mixture of literary criticism and personal experience, deftly
written and lovingly researched.
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