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Russia has one of the lowest rates of adult life expectancy in the world. Average life
expectancy for a man in America is 74; in Russia, it is just 59. Birth rates and population
levels have also plummeted. These excess levels of mortality affect all countries that
formed the former Soviet bloc. Running into many millions, they raise obvious
comparisons with the earlier period of forced transition under Stalin. This book seeks
to put the recent history of the transition into a longer term perspective by identifying,
explaining and comparing the pattern of change in Russia in the last century. It offers a
sharp challenge to the conventional wisdom and benign interpretations offered in the
west of what has happened since 1991. Through a careful survey of the available
primary and secondary sources, Mike Haynes and Rumy Husan have produced the first
and most complete and accurate account of Russian demographic crisis from the
Revolution to the present. 'Combining exhaustive demographic inquiry with incisive
social and political analysis, the authors record the successive phases of the trauma
that Russia has endured in the 20th century, placing each in its historical context and
ideological setting. A vivid and chilling account of some of the most terrible events of
modern history.' Noam Chomsky 'The claim that economics and related disciplines are
value-free objective sciences is now thoroughly discredited. Yet the need for humane
and dispassionate scholarship in these disciplines has never been more needed.
Michael Haynes and Rumy Husan have provided just this with their fine volume, A
Century of State Murder? By carefully examining the available statistics, their meaning
and limitations, and the conventional wisdom about Russia and the USSR of the past
100 years, i.e. before and after the fall of "communism", they have produced a detailed,
balanced and clearly written account of the dreadful history of Russian demography in
the regimes of this period. All of them stand condemned, for their arrogance,
harshness and ignorance, as do the irresponsible advisors from the West who
advocated ill-conceived institutional changes based on mistaken applications of
mainstream economic theory to inappropriate situations.' G.C. Harcourt, Jesus
College, Cambridge University
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