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This book offers the first detailed comparative study of the seven best-documented
early civilizations: ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia, Shang China, the Aztecs and
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adjacent peoples in the Valley of Mexico, the Classic Maya, the Inka, and the Yoruba.
Unlike previous studies, equal attention is paid to similarities and differences in their
sociopolitical organization, economic systems, religion, and culture. Many of this
study's findings are surprising and provocative. Agricultural systems, technologies, and
economic behaviour turn out to have been far more diverse than was expected. These
findings and many others challenge not only current understandings of early
civilizations but also the theoretical foundations of modern archaeology and
anthropology. The key to understanding early civilizations lies not in their historical
connections but in what they can tell us about similarities and differences in human
behaviour.
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书评

文明的诞生，是任何一个试图讨论古代文明的人类学家都无法回避的问题。然而，由于
这个问题之复杂，头绪之杂芜，令许多研究者穷尽毕生，也只能窥见冰山一角。尽管如
此，这个诱人的主题依旧吸引着一代代卓越的学者为之贡献才华和青春。加拿大麦吉尔
大学考古系教授布鲁斯·G·...  

-----------------------------
这是一个考古学认识论的全新革命。
2004年的夏天，美国考古学会以“布鲁斯·G·崔格尔的研究:基于其影响的情境”为主
题召开年会，从个人学术生涯的成长、理论研究、考古实践到学术传承、学科领域，都
对这位极富影响力的考古学家给予了全面的褒扬。时隔两年，崔格尔因癌症...  
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