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Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton, the recently discovered nineteenth-century novelist,
broke many of the boundaries on the lives of women and Hispanics in the
southwestern territories of the United States. Conflicts of Interest captures the
conflicted personality of Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton, a woman pulled in different
directions by tensions of class, race, gender, and nationality. Her correspondence
makes for a compelling and revealing narrative that brings to life the evolution of
culture in the Southwest.
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