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Showing that economic development and public health, often thought of as distinct,
are both interdependent and dependent on social and political conditions, this book
provides a new appreciation of the close relationship between microenterprise
development and health in developing countries. Many of the world's poor earn a
living from microenterprises, often outside the formal economy, and international
practitioners have recently turned their attention to this underground economy,
providing support through group poverty lending and village banking models, but
overlooking the potential benefits of linking income generation with public health. This
book argues for a conceptual and practical relationship between microenterprise
development and household health, nutrition, and sanitation. To support their
framework, the authors look at specific actions for harnessing the power of
microeconomic development to improve health and human development. They
support their argument further with case studies of innovative programs carried out in
Latin America, Asia, and Africa. The book challenges the reader to cross disciplinary
and professional boundaries to not only understand the interrelationships between
health and income generation but to use available tools to enhance those
interrelationships.
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