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While many fine works of scholarship examine the role of the Supreme Court in
American politics, there has been a dearth of scholarly books that focus on the Courts
of Appeals. "Continuity and Change on the United States Courts of Appeals "is unique
both in its focus on this level of the judiciary and its approach that examines major
trends over the twentieth century. Since the Supreme Court has the discretion to
refuse to hear almost all cases appealed to it, the Courts of Appeals are usually the
final option for litigants in the federal system. Unless overturned by the Supreme Court
or, in cases decided on the basis of statute, by Congressional action, the rulings can
have a significant impact on government policy.The authors present the first
comprehensive examination of the shifting role of the Courts oprReals, investigating
changes over time and presenting the first systematic analyses of those changes. Thelr
work is the first book to utilize the database of the U.S. Courts ofAEpeals, analyzing
over 15,000 cases to examine trends between 1925 and 1988. The book answers
questions such as who are the judges? What are their decisional tendencies? What has
been the role of region and partisan politics? Who are the litigants? And who has won
and who has lost throughout the twentieth century? It is the only current, up-to-date
book on the Courts of Appeals and an essential read for all scholars and students
interested in American politics and '%udicial behavior.Donald R. Songer is Professor of
Political Science, University of South Carolina. Reginald S. Sheehanis Associate
Professor of Political Science and Director of the Program for Law and Juridical
Politics, Michigan State University. Susan B. Haire is Assistant Professor of Political
Science, University of Georgia
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