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The brilliance of opera is deli%htfully portrayed in the colorful, inventive pictures in this
fanciful book. Here, nearly 50 large, dazzling illustrations by John Martinez depict 28
well-known operas, including such beloved classics as La Bobeme and Aida and more
modern creations such as Billy Budd.Complementing the illustrations is a charming
text by F. Paul Driscoll, which offers concise background information on the operas
and their composers as well as behind-the-scenes tidbits and music trivia. Intended to
instruct the novice and amuse the aficionado, Fantastic Opera is an admiring look at
an art still in the process of reinventing itself after almost 400 years of opening nights.
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