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Textual Intercourse proposes that the language and practice of writing plays in early
modern England was inextricably linked to languages and practices of eroticism,
sexuality and reproduction. Jeffrey Masten reads a range of early modern materials -
burial records, contemporary biographical anecdotes and theatrical records, essays,
conduct books and poems; the printed apparatus of published plays, and the plays
themselves - to illustrate the ways in which writing for the theatre shifted from a model
of homoerotic collaboration toward one of singular authorship on a
patriarchal-absolutist model. Plays and collections of plays by Shakespeare,
Shakespeare and Fletcher, Beaumont and Fletcher, Margaret Cavendish, and others,
are considered. Textual Intercourse illustrate the ways in which methods attuned to
sexuality and gender can illuminate more traditional questions of authorship,
attribution, textual editing and intellectual property.
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