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Justice, equity, and fairness are central concerns of everyday life, whether we are
assessing the fairness of individual acts, social programmes, or institutional policies.
This book explores how the distribution of costs and benefits determine our intuition
about fairness and why individual behaviour sometimes deviates from normative
theories of justice. To make any comparison, one must first state how fair distributions
of resources or burdens should be made. Here, competing theories, such as
utilitarianism and economic efficiency, are discussed. The chapters cover many topics
including an investigation of various rules and heuristics that people use to make fair
distributions; the motivation for people to conform to rules of fairness even when they
conflict with self-interest; differences between the views of liberals and conservatives;
societal rules for the distribution or allocation of critical or scarce resources; and
implications for public policy. This mixture of theoretical and applied perspectives
provides a balanced look at the psychology of justice.
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