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The many handbooks on the market share in a common irony: they intimidate and
confuse at least as much as they help. This book grew out of its teacher-authors'
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dissatisfaction with such works -- and the unenlightened fixities they're filled with, the
overdose of rules they dispense, and the resulting linguistic disabilities they
perpetuate. Students can read this book straight through as a general introduction to
the conventions of writing. They'll also learn about linguistic myths and about the
critical role of context in a writer's choicemaking. In this second edition, practices (not
exercises) are included to give students samples of the suggestions discussed in the
text. A new chapter to this edition also addresses the special needs and concerns of
ESL students. Ideal as the primary rhetoric text in college writing courses, the second
edition of "The Right Handbook" demonstrates the complexity of grammar and usage
issues and shows how to solve problems by using real writing demystifies the rules of
"rightness” in a pragmatic, humorous way allows for quick reference with an
easy-to-read format.
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