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The bizarre idea that the earth's interior is hollow and, perhaps, even populated has
been put to effective literary use by writers ranging from Edgar Allen Poe and Jules
Verne to Rudy Rucker and Edgar Rice Burroughs. This notion had respectability as a
scientific hypothesis until the early 1800s, and the theory that the earth "is hollow and
inhabitable within" continues to find believers as an alternative description of the earth
to this day. The hollow earth is one of the most important settings in the literature of
the imagination that fed into earI% science fiction. Subterranean Worlds presents a
fascmatm% look at the theme of the hollow earth and its history, as well as the

eological theories which produced many of these stories. It excerpts key passages
rom the major subterranean world fictions, some translated into English for the first
time. With helpful introductions to each selection and a comprehensive bibliography,
this book is the definitive treatment of this entertaining topic.
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