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Do you get that terrible sinking feeling when you first see dummy? Does your mind go
blank as everyone waits for you to play to the first trick? If so, you're not alone.
Beginning bridge players are taught some of the basic techniques of declarer play: suit
establishment, ruffing losers, the finesse, and so forth. The hard part is learning what to
do when. In the dreaded moment following the opening lead, the typical novice
declarer has no idea where to start. Yet the key to success is simple: before playing
from dummy at Trick 1, make a plan. In this book, two of the world's best bridge
teacher/authors explain how to go about making a plan as declarer, using a simple
step-by-step process. Readers will learn how to decide what to do on a given deal,
both in notrump contracts and suit contracts. By the end of the book, even the most
inexperienced declarer will be comfortable with more advanced material, such as entry
management and counting the hand.
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