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In his final hours in the Oval Office, the outgoing President grants a controversial
last-minute pardon to Joel Backman, a notorious Washington power broker who has
spent the last six years hidden away in a federal prison. What no one knows is that the
President issues the pardon only after receiving enormous pressure from the CIA. It
seems Backman, in his power broker heyday, may have obtained secrets that
compromise the world’s most sophisticated satellite surveillance system.

Backman is quietly smuggled out of the country in a military cargo plane, given a new
name, a new identity, and a new home in Italy. Eventually, after he has settled into his
new life, the CIA will leak his whereabouts to the Israelis, the Russians, the Chinese, and
the Saudis. Then the CIA will do what it does best: sit back and watch. The question is
not whether Backman will survive—there is no chance of that. The question the CIA
needs answered is, who will kill him?

From the Hardcover edition.
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-----------------------------
有一点点酸葡萄的味道，有木有，top firm种种劣迹扒了一遍。但是mid
size以上的，那个不是这样？真正在这行里头，出庭的律师还是少数。做非诉的案子，
哪个不是靠压榨手下，burning mid night oil挣钱。
偏偏学这个的也贱，我曾听一个兄弟自豪的说他一宿翻译了多少多少字的合同。唉，这
年头翻译合同的都是一口价了，没人让你计hours了，我知道不少公司都把这个交给翻
译社做了。 其实书中写的龌龊，在中国还是很多人非常期待的吧，做TMD一天legal
research，实实在在的bill 十几个hours再说。
Harvard的学生还是身在福中不知福啊！就欠把丫发配到长城哈弗去干两天，就知道能
让你多bill俩hours是多么的幸福呀。
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