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What does the Judeo-Christian tradition have to say about a responsible ethics of
technology? In these pages, Schuurman discusses the need for an ethics of technology
and the spiritual-historical background of modern technology. The spirit of the
Enlightenment has produced a scientific-technological picture of the world, with an
ethical mix of values and norms that is still current. But there are alternative
approaches. After drawing attention to the cosmological and the ethical deficiencies in
contemporary ethics, Schuurman makes a case for a different approach that starts
with the "enlightenment of the Enlightenment," that addresses these deficiencies, and
that implies a cultural paradigm different from the current one. He frames ethics as an
ethics of responsibility and highlights the priorities, values, and norms that such an
ethic implies. He also speaks to concrete possibilities inherent to this approach that
could reorient our technological culture and that would lead to political changes as
\k/]vell. His is a new perspective that will undoubtedly involve struggle, but it also affords
ope.
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