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In the closing years of the 20th century the British Empire's rule is still going strong.
Queen Victoria is about to celebrate her 160th birthday, kept alive by advanced steam
technology. London is a fantastical sprawling metropolis where dirigibles roam the
skies, robot bobbies enforce the law and dinosaurs are on display in London zoo.
Welcome to Magna Britannia, a steam driven world full of fantastical creations and
shady villains. Here dashing dandies and mustachioed villains battle for supremacy
while below the city strange things stir in the flooded tunnels of the old London
Underground. The Whitby Mermaid has been stolen from Cruickshank’s Cabinet of
Curiosities and consulting detective Gabriel Wraith is on the case. And he’s not the
only one, for wherever there is a mystery to be solved, Ulysses Quicksilver is never far
away. What does the theft of the mermaid have to do with the mysterious House of
Monkeys? And what of the enigmatic criminal known as the Magpie? Ulysses embarks
upon an adventure that takes him to Whitby where the mermaid was supposedly
caught. But there are worse things awaiting him there than mermaids. The moors of
Ghestdale are haunted by the savage Barghest beast, while in the abandoned mines
beneath the Umbridge estate, abominations lurk in the darkness. And Ulysses
Quicksilver is about to discover that the worst horrors are those spawned by Man’s
own selfish nature.
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