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“In its less dramatic versions,” writes author Dan Palmer, “structuralismisjust a
method of studying language, society, and the works of artists and novelists. But in its
most exuberant form, it is a philosophy, an overall worldview that provides an account
of reality and knowledge.” Poststructuralism is a loosely knit intellectual movement,
comprised mainly of ex-structuralists who either became dissatisfied with the theory or
felt they could improve it. Structuralism and Poststructuralism For Beginners is an
illustrated tour through the mysterious landscape of these two theories. The book™ s
ﬁarﬂn%fxﬂnustheﬁn uistic theory of Ferdinand de Saussure. The book moves on to
the anthropologist and literary critic Claude Levi-Strauss; the semiologist and literary
critic Roland Barthes; the Marxist philosopher Louis Althusser; the psychoanalyst
Jacques Lacan; the deconstructionist Jacques Derrida. The book concludes by
examining the postmodern obsession with language and with the radical claim of the
cﬂsappearancecﬁtheindhAduaM—obsesQonsthatunhethe\NorkofaHcﬁthese
theorists.
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