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It scarcely seemed possible. And yet--Bradshaw was generally right. If he said he had a
scheme for doing--though it was generally for not doing--something, it rarely failed to
come off. I thought of my sixpence, my only sixpence, and felt a distinct pang of
remorse. After all, only the other day the chaplain had said how wrong it was to bet. By
Jove, so he had. Decent man the chaplain. Pity to do anything he would disapprove of.
I was on the point of recalling my wager, when before my mind's eye rose a vision of
Bradshaw rampant and sneering, and myself writhing in my chair a crushed and
scored-off wreck. I drew the line at that. I valued my self-respect at more than sixpence.
If it had been a shilling now.
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