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With its mild climate and vast pasturelands, Uruguay has sustained a strong
agricultural economy based mostly on raising sheep and cattle. Family farms and large
plantations occupy much of the green rolling plains of this small country, sandwiched
between Brazil and Argentina along South America's southeastern coast. Leading
manufacturing industries process and export beef, hides, and wool. Most of Uruguay's
approximately 3.5 million citizens live in urban areas that have risen on the country's
narrow coastal plains, to the west along the Uruguay River, in the south bordering the
Rio de la Plata, and in the east along the Atlantic seaboard. Despite social and political
unrest toward the end of the 20th century, Uruguay maintains a high standard of living
for its large middle class. Each lavishly illustrated book in the "South America Today"
series teaches about the geography, history, economy, and culture of each nation.
Each volume is indexed, and contains a bibliography featuring books and Web sources
for further information.
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