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That was the simple yet groundbreaking question William T. Vollmann asked in cities
and villages around the globe. The result of Vollmann's fearless inquiry is a view of
poverty unlike any previously offered. Poor People struggles to confront poverty in all
its hopelessness and brutality, its pride and abject fear, its fierce misery and quiet
resignation, allowing the poor to explain the causes and consequences of their
impoverishment in their own cultural, social, and religious terms. With intense
compassion and a scrupulously unpatronizing eye, Vollmann invites his readers to
recognize in our fellow human beings their full dignity, fallibility, pride, and pain, and
the power of their hard-fought resilience.
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威廉‧福爾曼 William T. Vollmann

福爾曼著有多部長篇小說及故事集
，當中包括批判暴力的七冊巨著《暴起與沉淪》（Rising Up and Rising
Down），探索美國「火車扒客」地下文化的《行向無窮處》（Riding Toward
Everywhere），記述性別跨越經驗的《朵蘿瑞絲之書》（The Book of Dolores）
等作品。二○○五年曾以《歐洲中央》（Europe Central）獲美國國家圖書獎。

福爾曼曾獲國際筆會美西中心小說獎（PEN Center USA West Award for
Fiction）、席瓦‧奈波爾紀念獎（Shiva Naipaul Memorial
Prize）、懷丁作家獎（Whiting Writers'
Award）等獎項。他的報導和小說創作亦常見於《紐約客》（The New
Yorker）、《君子》（Esquire）、《Spin》、《格蘭塔》（Granta）等雜誌。現居加州
沙加緬度 。
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台大外文系畢業，世紀交替之際旅居法國多年，陸續於巴黎第七大學、里昂第二大學及
法國高等社會科學院修讀語言學及跨文化研究，並在法國及台灣從事英文、法文翻譯及
跨界合作工作。
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