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A collection of offbeat, funny, and often moving backstories of the many entertainers
and athletes covered by award-winning Newsweek journalist Allison Samuels, Off the
Record reveals the inner worlds of today's A-list black celebrities. With anecdotes on
everyone from Snoop Dogg, Shaquille O'Neal, Denzel Washington, Eddie Murphy, and
Whitney Houston, this "all-access" book is filled with insightful stories that never made
it into the pages of the mainstream press. From her start at CAA's infamous agent
training program—which included tasks such as blowing up 200 dinosaurs for the
lobby when Steven Spielberg made a quick visit, and picking up Ted Danson's
half-million-dollar weekly paycheck—there was no chore too small. But these humble
beginnings gave Samuels access to Hollywood's A-list and led to her eventual focus on
the world of black entertainers.
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