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For eons, female members of the Porcupine caribou herd have made the 2,800-mile
journey from their winter feeding grounds to their summer calving grounds. They once
roamed borderless wilderness; now they trek from Canada, where they're protected, to
the United States, where they are not. What's more, beneath the calving grounds lay
vast reserves of oil. Determined to convey both the enormity of the caribous' migration
and the delicacy of their habitat, Karsten Heuer and his wife spent their honeymoon
following the herd. For five months, they traveled an uncharted course on foot over
mountains, through snow, and across frozen rivers, with only three semi-scheduled
food drops for support. As with the caribou, Heuer and his wife faced dwindling fat
reserves and stalking by ravenous grizzlies and wolves just awakened from hibernation.
Both a rousing adventure story and a sober ecological meditation, "Being Caribou"
vividly conveys this magnificent animal's world.
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