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Eleven-year-old Nissa’ s life has never been perfect. Living in the small town of Harper,
Louisiana, with a mama like hers, circa 1933, has led to lots of mean rumors. But now
Mama is gone, and all the townsfolk talk about is who she might have run off with.
Nissa’ s memories of the Sundays her mama would come home smelling of sawdust
lead her to suspect the rumors could be true. Did her mama go away with the Sawdust
Man? And if so, does it mean she” s never coming back? A. LaFaye” s powerful first
novel beautifully explicates the world of a child in distress and how she copes with
something beyond her understanding.
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