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The Commissar had the biggest secret of the Russian war. He had hidden 30 million
dollars of Soviet gold behind Russian lines - and Porta was determined to make sure
his band of prison-soldiers got their share. For enemy gold they were prepared to take
the company through the ice and blood of the Soviet lines, prepared to kill or be killed,
prepared to fight like animals and cheat, lie, and steal like the criminals they had
become. The lure of gold, the promises of the Commissar, were to carry them into the
bloodiest battles of the Russian war.
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