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A new voice reveals the unique character of the upper Midwestln the spirit of other
writers who share an affinity for the natural world---authors such as Robert Frost,
Emerson, and Bill Bryson---"Looking for Hickories" is Tom Springer's ode to the people,
natural beauty, and lore of the Midwest, a place where bustlm%commumties neighbor
a fragile mosaic of quiet woods, fertile meadows, and miles of farmland.Touching and
humorous by turns, "Looking for Hickories" captures the essence of the upper
Midwest's character with subjects particular to the region yet often universal in theme,
from barn building to land preservation to the neglected importance of various trees in
the landscape.Like Frost's best poems, Springer's essays often begin with delight and
end in wisdom. They mingle a generosity of spirit and the childlike pleasure o
discovery with a grown-up sense of a time and a place, if not lost, then in danger of
disappearing altogether---things to treasure and preserve for today and tomorrow.
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