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Religion permeated almost every aspect of Victorian life and culture, from
Parliamentary politics to issues of marriage and sexuality, from class relations to
literature and the life of the imagination. In order to understand Victorian culture and
writings, modern readers need to understand Victorian religion in its public and its
private aspects. But much in Victorian religious life can be baffling for modern readers.
The sheer diversity of Victorian religious experience is one source of confusion. Also,
doctrinal disputes and discoveries in science or textual criticism that loomed so large
for Victorian Christians are now hard for most people to appreciate. The Anglican
Church, its hierarchy, and its enormous range of ecclesiastical titles open up further
opportunities for confusion.Here, the author offers a lively, thorough introduction to
Victorian religious life, including the period between 1828 and 1901. Making sense of
the diversity of religious thought and experience in Victorian Britain, she provides
readers with a clear understanding of its role in the family, the individual, the
community and society at large. This entertaining, readable introduction to Victorian
religious life and controversies is ideal for anyone interested in Victorian life, literature,
and culture.
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