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What Walter reads that day changes him. Not in any way someone would really notice.
He still goes to school, hangs out with his friends Jimmy and Mothball, and tries to
avoid the Troll, the town recluse. But something in him has changed. It's as if he can
feel a part of him grovvmg——the part that can stand by and watch a house burn down or
the life flow out of a fox, without doing anything to stop either. He knows he
could--should--do something to help. But some part of him keeps him glued in place,
watching with fascination and curiosity. Maybe it would have been better if Walter had
never found out the things he did. I\/Ia%be he didn't really want to know. But then again,
maybe he did. Richly atmospheric, "The Hanging Woods" is at times disturbing, but it is
always riveting. It's a tale of deception, delusion, and the dark places a troubled mind
can go.
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