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Lured across the border by promises of opportunity and adventure, Francis M. Wafer - a
young student from Queen's Medical College in Kingston - joined the Union's army of
the Potomac as an assistant surgeon. From the battle of the Wilderness to the closing
campaigns, Wafer was both participant and chronicler of the American Civil War. Cheryl
Wells provides an edited and fully annotated collection of Wafer's diary entries during
the war, his letters home, and the memoirs he wrote after returning to Canada. Wafer's
writings are a fascinating and deeply personal account of the actions, duties, feelings,
and perceptions of a noncombatant who experienced the thick of battle and its grave
consequences. The only substantial account by a Canadian Civil War soldier who
returned to Canada, "A Surgeon in the Army of the Potomac" fills a critical gap in
American Civil War historiography and will have broad appeal among scholars and
enthusiasts.
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