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Irons (A People's History of the Supreme Court) provides exciting blow-by-blow
accounts of the legal battles, ranging from two challenges to displays of the 10
Commandments in Kentucky and Texas to the fight over a cross on Mount Soleded in
San Diego—a theater of the absurd lasting 17 years and counting. Irons ends each
chapter with monologues by a participant on each side. These are sometimes
rambling and overlong, but reveal sometimes with surprising power, the personalities
and motivations of the opponents. Irons's accounts clarify the legal issues in these
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important cases as well as what one federal judge called the Supreme Court's "utterly
standardless" decisions, failing to provide clear boundaries for the role of religion in
the public square.
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