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What does the historical Jesus have to do with the Jesus of contemporary
imagination? This book is neither a sceptical tirade nor an evangelistic tract. It is rather
a popular-level historical introduction to the life and teaching of Jesus written for the
average 'spectator' rather than the academic or religious believer. Dr Dickson takes
readers through the historical data to reveal a figure who will surprise both the
religious and the not-so-religious. The Jesus who emerges from the ancient sources
challenges the norms of society and religion, associates with 'sinners', demands
compassion toward the needy and subverts imperialism. Dickson's Jesus is neither
'left-wing' nor 'right-wing'. The Jesus of history transcended these simplistic modern
categories.
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