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Mocktaitis begins by providing a working definition of counterinsurgency that
distm%uishes it from conventional war while discussing the insurgents uses of terror as
a method to support their broader strategy of gainm% control of a country. He
examines the conflict in Irag, from post conflict troubles with Saddam in the early
1990s, to pre-invasion planning in 2003. He then moves into a discussion of the rise of
insurgent movements and the challenges they posed in the aftermath of the fighting,
tracing the ongoing efforts to shape a doctrine that allows U.S. forces to successfully
deal with the growing insurgency.
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