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In this hilarious and poignant sequel to A Long Way to ChicaFo, Peck once again shows
that country life is anything but boring. Chicago-bred Mary Alice (who has previously
weathered annual week-long visits with Grandma Dowdel) has been sentenced to a
year-long stay in rural lllinois with herirrepressible, rough and gruff grandmother, while
Joey heads west with the Civilian Conservation Corps, and her parents struggle to get
back on their feet during the 1937 recession. Each season brings new adventures to
15-year-old Mary Alice as she becomes Grandma's partner in crime, helping to carry
out madcap schemes to benefit friends and avenge enemies. Around Halloween, for
example, the woman, armed with wire, a railroad spike and a bucket of glue, outsmarts
a gang of pranksters bent on upturning her privy. Later on, she proves just as apt at

sq ueeszg change out of the pockets of skinflints, putting prim and proper DAR ladies
in their place and arranging an unlikely match between a schoolmarm and a WPA artist
of nude models. Between antic capers, Peck reveals a marshmallow heart inside
Grandma's rock-hard exterior and adroitly exposes the mutual, unspoken affection she
shares with her granddaughter. Like Mary Alice, audience members will breathe a sigh
of regret when the eventful year "down yonder" draws to a close. Ages 10-up. (Oct.)
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Richard Peck has written over twenty novels, and in the process has become one of
America's most highly respected writers for young adults. A versatile writer, he is
beloved by middle graders as well as young adults for his mysteries and comm§—of—a e
novels. He now lives in New York City. In addition to writing, he spends a great deal o
time traveling around the country attending speaking engagements at conferences,
schools and libraries...Mr. Peck has won a number of major awards for the body of his
work, including the Margaret A. Edwards Award from School Library Journal, the
National Council of Teachers of English/ALAN Award, and the 1991 Medallion from the
University of Southern Mississippi. Virtually every publication and association in the
field of children s literature has recommended his books, including Mystery Writers of
America which twice gave him their Edgar Allan Poe Award.
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