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Carafano divides the history of war into three eras that define the balance of dominant
activities between the public and private sectors: from the middle ages to the early
modern era, the early-modern to the modern era, and the current post-modern era.
Each period is illustrated by historical vignettes. A description of the evolution of U.S.
reliance on contract support follows, together with a look at the various types of
contractors: consultants, service providers, and security firms. The book also considers
legal of other constraints on the use of contractors, as well as the nature of the current
industry. Training and other contractual services are highlighted within the context of
ongoing operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. In addition, the critical role assumed by
the private sector in logistic support is examined in view of traditional roles and
missions performed by the Armed Forces.
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