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By examining the failures against insurgents in Algeria, Cyprus, Vietnam and Iraq,
James S Corum offers rare and much-needed insight into what can go wrong in such
situations - and how these mistakes can be avoided. In each case, Corum shows how
conflict could have been avoided by the major power if it's strategy had addressed the
underlying causes of the insurgency it faced; not doing so wastes lives, and weakens
the power's position in the world. Corum's clear and practical prescriptions for success
show how the lessons of the past apply to failed policies in Iraq, and how these can yet
be turned round to gain a lasting peace.
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