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After hundreds of years, the time has come to admit that the debate about the
existence of God can never be resolved to either side's satisfaction. But the discussion
need not end there. We are still left with the important issue of the value of religion.
And this is a debate that religion can win. Bruce Sheiman's "An Atheist Defends
Religion: Why Humanity is Better Off with Religion than without It" offers a distinctive
response to the numerous books by unbelievers -- from the perspective of an
unbeliever. But unlike other atheists who embrace their rejection of God as an
intellectual triumph, Sheiman asserts that religion provides a combination of
psychological, moral, communal, existential, aesthetic, and even physical-health
benefits that no other institution can replicate. "An Atheist Defends Religion" does not
shy away from the controversial topics that ignite argument between atheists and
people of faith, and takes on topics such as fundamentalist violence, militant atheism,
faith and reason, and religion and science. Sheiman ultimately redefines the core
question of the debate: It is not whether God exists but whether the world is a better
place because people believe God exists. This book makes a strong statement about
the positive role of religion in the contemporary world, and what is lost in a purely
secular conception of the world.
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