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The Last Great Wilderness . . . There is a place where bears can live in peace, where
there is sea-ice all year, where the forests are full of prey, where flat-faces never go.
Polar bears Kallik and Taqqiq, black bear Lusa, grizzly Toklo, and the shape-shifting
Ujurak believe that this fabled bear paradise must be the destination of their quest. But
the path they follow is dangerous. The burning Smoke Mountains are more
treacherous than anything the bears have faced before, and tensions run high as they
encounter obstacle after obstacle. A rushing river and hostile flat-faces separate them
from their goal, and a bear is pushed to the brink of death. Signs and omens point in
different directions, and the bears, though traveling together, must each follow his or
her own star . . . causing one bear to leave the group forever. But as the others travel
on, they soon learn that it will take all their strength and determination to reach their
destination. And, if they reach it at last, they may learn that what they thought was their
quest's end is in fact a new beginning. . . .
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