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This collection is focused on the provision of community-based programs and
activities in health and related long-term care services that have contributed, or may in
the future contribute, to social policy development. Several of the articles in this
collection deal with community-based health and long-term care program and policy
initiatives that have been facilitated through federal programs such as Medicare,
Medicaid and the Older Americans Act. The implementation of some of these
community-based programs have significantly influenced social policy thinking
regarding the beneficial effects of integrating medical and social aspects of health and
long-term care services, as well as the health care team approach to the delivery of
health and long-term care services. Another dimension addressed is the impact of
interest groups, such as family caregivers, in advancing social policy that supports the
efforts of community-based family care givers in providing services to patients in
need.The underlying theme is how such local community programs have contributed
in a variety of ways to the development of social policies at the community level that in
many ways focus on the integration of health and related long-term care services and a
health care team approach to the provision of such services. This book will be of
interest to community development courses in Schools of Social Work and other
health professions such as Nursing and Public Health. It will also be of interest to
health policy programs in public administration and other social sciences. This book
was published as a special issue of "Social Work in Public Health".
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