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Jackie Leach Scully argues that bioethics cannot avoid the task of considering the
moral meaning of disability in humans - beyond simply regulating reproductive
choices or new areas of biomedical research. By focusing on the experiential and
empirical reality of impairment, and drawing on recent work in disability studies, Scully
brings new attention to complex ethical questions surrounding disability. Impairment
is variously considered as a set of social relations and practices, as experienced
embodiment, and as an emancipatory movement, as well as a biomedical
phenomenon. In this way, disability is joined to the general late-twentieth century
trend of attending to difference as a significant and central axis of subjectivity and
social life.
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