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What exactly is a children's book? How is children's literature defined as a genre? A
leading scholar presents close readings of six classic stories to answer these questions
and offer a clear definition of children's writing as a distinct literary form. Perry
Nodelman begins by considering the plots, themes, and structures of six works: "The
Purple Jar," Alice in Wonderland, Dr. Doolittle, Henry Huggins, The Snowy Day, and
Plain City-all written for young people of varying ages in different times and places-to
identify shared characteristics. He points out markers in each work that allow the adult
reader to understand it as a children's story, shedding light on ingrained adult
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assumptions and revealing the ways in which adult knowledge and experience remain
hidden in apparently simple and innocent texts. Nodelman then engages a wide range
of views of children's literature from authors, literary critics, cultural theorists, and
specialists in education and information sciences. Through this informed dialogue,
Nodelman develops a comprehensive theory of children's literature, exploring its
commonalities and shared themes. The Hidden Adult is a focused and sophisticated
analysis of children's literature and a major contribution to the theory and criticism of
the genre.

作者介绍: 

佩里·诺德曼，加拿大著名学者。在温尼伯大学(the University of
Winnipeg)任教37年，目前已退休，是该校的名誉教授。在学术期刊上发表了一百多篇
关于儿童文学各个方面的论文，著有《说说图画：儿童图画书的叙事艺术》(Words
About Pictures：The Narrative Art of Children’s Picture
Books)和《儿童文学的乐趣》(The Pleasures of Children’s
Literature)两部理论著作，并创作了多部儿童和青少年小说。此外，诺德曼还曾在学术
期刊《儿童文学协会季刊》(Children’s Literature
AssociationQuarterly)当过5年编辑，并担任了一年儿童文学协会的会长。
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